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At the BAine time oppose a government om-ned 
oU oompany- 

However much admiration exists tor what 
business produces and for the system by 
which tt produces tt. a large proportion of 
me public does think business needs watch- 
ing. to make sure It operates in reasonable 
degree In the public Interest. Asked which 
groups In the nation have too much power, 
big buslnew was named by more than any 
other. And people look, for that surveUlance. 
primarily to government. Of course, they 
dont trust government fully, eimer. In fact, 
when asked which movements are likely to 
be threats to our society in the next 20 or 30 
years, those causing most cpnoem. after 
n f>Tnrmm<«m , are big business and big gov- 
ernment. both named by 44%. Bo Americans 
put their faith in checks and balances. With 
one powerful institution watching the other. 
Bud perhaps with public representatives 
watching both, they feel It Is more likely 
that the public interest will be served. 

Sometimes 2 am asked what I think are 
the tmderlylng causes of unfriendly public 
feelings toward business, and I think there 
are a number of possible answers. One. which 
I have discussed, is the tendency of a mood 
of distrust and suspicion to spread beyond 
the original source. We once foxmd, for ex- 
ample. that when people found their car 
seats uncomfortable they tended to down- 
grade the gas mUeage that car gave. People 
who were negative about their dealer repair 
service also tended to be negative about their 
car's headroom. All kinds of unrelated fac- 
tors tended to get related somehow when 
people rated their cars. One bad apple tended 
to make those around it seem a little bit 
rotten, too. 

I something like that has happened 

lately in regard to American institutions, in- 
cluding business. Watergate, I suspect, hurt 
not only government, but business as well. 
So did inflation. Something isn't working 
right, something is wrong somewhere, arid 
someone must be to blame. While I don t see 
an excessive emphasis on looking for that 
someone to blame. It te clearly easier for 
people to pinpoint rascals than to grasp eco- 
nomic complexities, and a sizeable segment 
of the public is doing Just that. Bo some of 
the problem is the rub off effect, and some 
of It is the satisfaction of finding a target 
for one's frustration. 

I t-HtTik there is another factor that has a 
negaUve effect on the standing of business— 
and other Institutions. I have become con- 
vinced that the major underlying cause of 
the malaise that affects present-day society 
is the increasing size, complexity, and im- 
personality of that society. The fact that peo- 
ple would like to Uve In smaller communities 
than they do la, I think, one evidence of 
thU. The fact that If people had to live in 
another country they would opt for the wide 
open spaces of Canada and Australia, not 
Germany or England or France is another 
indication. The fact that people think well 
of their TV repairman, but badly of TV re- 
pairmen as a group Is another evidence. The 
fact that people think well of individual 
Senators — for example, Sam Ervin or Howard 
Baker — but think badly of “politicians*' as a 
group is another evidence. It is quite easy to 
be critical of *'them*' whom you don't really 
know or understand. It is much more difficult 
to be critical of “him.** 

These are the public's priorities today. 
Consistent with Us desire to focus on do- 
mestic problems. Its at least partial with- 
drawal from global involvement, the public 
" is Judging spending projects by w’hat’s clearly 
in It for them. 'They don't want the Pentagon 
beat Into plough shares, but they are less 
Interested In national prestige and global 
reach than getting the nation hack on track, 
in running order. This is basically the cli- 
mate of opinion among Americans today. 
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HON. THOMAS N. DOWNING 

OF TXBOIKXA 

IN THE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, Auffust 1, 2975 

Mr. DOWNINQ at VlrglniBL Mr. Speak- 
er, today I am reintroducing my resolu- 
tion which calls lor the creation oX a se- 
lect commitee to conduct a full and com- 
plete Investigation and study of the cir- 
cumstances surrounding the death of 
Jc^ F. Kennedy. Joining me today are 
my esteemed colleagues, Mr. Badillo, Mr. 
Carh, Mr. Dodd, Mr. Don Edwar ds, M r. 
Maguire, Mr. Moffett, and Mr. Schulze. 
These bring the total number of spon- 
sors of the resolution to 30. 

I continue to be amazed over the In- 
formation concerning the assassination 
and itfi investigation that keeps coming 
to light regularly, it seems. There is a 
startling revelation almost every day. 
Most recently I was greatly surprised to 
read a letter to the Warren Commission 
signed by the late J. Edgar Hoover which 
acknowledged that the FBI had con- 
tacted Jack Ruby in 1959 as a potential 
informer and had maintained regular 
contact with him for 9 months. This fact 
was obviously known by the Warren 
Commission hut was omitted In a lengthy 
biographical section published on Ruby 
in the report of the Commission. 

It is my hope that when we return in 
September that more Members will join 
In support of efforts to determine the 
truth about the assassination of our late 
President so that the people of the coun- 
try might know. 

Throughout my association with this 
effort I have been highly pleased at the 
great interest which is being shovm by 
numbers of young citizens of this coun- 
try particularly those on college cam- 
puses across the Nation. I was most im- 
pressed by the efforts of students at the 
University of Virginia who have prepared 
a legal-t 3 *pe brief presenting some of the 
arguments which show the need for re- 
opening the investigation. I am pleased 
to include an edited copy of their work 
in the Record. I feel that it is most in- 
teresting reading: 

A Brief roa Reopenenc the Investioation 

IKTO THE AASASSXKATIOH OF PRESKDEKT JoHH 

F. Keknedt 

By the following students at the University 
of Virginia: Mark Allen ('76), Sally Boucher 
(Coll. 4). Jay Buckley (Coll. 3), Kevin Far- 
rell (CoU. 2), Mike Holm CTS), Andy Purdy 
(Law 3), Typist: CeUe Hicks (Mary Baldwin 
*74). 

Date of first draft: April 14, 1D75: Draft 
was reviewed by the following: Sylv^ Meag- 
her, Joslab Thompson. Bernard Pensterwald, 
Jr. 

Date of revision: June 27, 1976. 

The contents and accuracy of this brief 
remain the sole responsibility of the students. 

Washington. D.C., 

June 27. 1975. . 

FREFACTOHT NOTE 

This document is intended to point out 
some of the arguments in favor or reopening 
the investigation into the assassination of 
President John P. Kennedy. We have framed 
the arguments in “brief’* form to overcome 
tiie threshold barrier to consideration of the 
issues by Members of Congress and the news 



media posed by the great volume of conflict- 
ing writings and evidence. 

We believe that an appropriate coromltUie 
of Congrees should hear the evidence which 
Into question the findings of the War- 
ren Oommisalon. 

TABLE or CONTENTS 

Arguments 

l. The inplauBlbmty of the single bullet 
theory calls into queetion the essential find- 
inga of the Warren Commisaion. 

A. Hae single bullet theory is eesenial to 
the Warren Commission's finding that loe 
Harvey Oswald acted alone. 

B. A study of the evidence shows that It 
is highly improbable that President Kennedy 
and Governor Connally were struck by the 
same bullet. 

n. 'There are indications that two shots 
struck the President's bead from different 
directions. 

A. There are indications that the Presi- 
dent's head was hit by two shots in rapid 
succession, one from the front and the other 
from the rear. 

m. It is doubtful that Oswald did all the 
shooting. 

A. It is a widely accepted mlsoonceptlon 
that Lee Harvey Oswald was an expert rlfle- 
bmn. and that the shots from the Depository 
window were ''easy**. 

XV. The auU^sy of President Kennedy 
raises doubts as to the Warren Commission 
findings. 

THE WARREN COMIOBSION FINDINGS 

The Warren Commission concluded that 
Lee Harvey Oswald fired three shots, two of 
which killed President Kennedy and wounded 
Oovemor Connally.i and a third which missed 
the limousine entirely. The Commission also 
concluded that these shots were fired from 
the sixth floor of the Texas Bebool Book De- 
pository.” The shots came from behind,” the 
President first struck by a bullet in the back 
of the neck, and secondly by a bxillet which 
entered the right rear portion of his head.< 
Governor Oonnally was struck by a bullet 
which entered the right side of bis back and 
existed under his right nipple, then to pass 
through his right wrist and enter his left 
thigh.” 

The Ck>mmlBaloD concluded that the shots 
were fired from the Texas School Book De- 
pository because: 

a) a witness reported seeing a gun fired 
from the sixth floor window of that build- 
ing; • 

b) a bullet found on a stretcher |it not be- 
ing clear whether it was President Kennedy's 
stretcher or Oovemor Connally ’a] In Park- 
land Hospital, and bullet fragments found in 
the XTesldentlal limousine were fired from 
the rifle found on the sixth floor of the De- 
pository bmidlng "to the exclusion of all 
other weapons." Used cartridge cases also 
found on the sixth floor were Identified as 
having been fired In the same rifle; ” 

c) the windshield of the limousine was 
struck on the inside by a bullet fragment; ' 

d) the autopsy report and examinations 
of Oovemor Connolly's woiinds by doctors 
and wound ballistic experts indicated that 
the bullets were fired from above and be- 
hind.” 

FOOTNOTES 

» The Official Warren Commission Report 
on the Assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy (Doubleday A Company, Inc., Gar- 
den City. N.J.: 1964). at 19. 

» /bid., at 18. 

•/bid. 

” /bid., at 19. See also 86-90. 

• Ibid., at 19. See also 92-93. 

• /bid., at 18. See also 143-149. 

” /bid., at 18. 

•/bid. 

• /bid., at 18. See also 87-88. 
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AncTDMCNT I. 81N01.E Btru-rr Theokt 

I. Tbe implauBlbliny oT the slng>le bullet 
theory call* Into question the eseentlal Xlnd> 
Inge of the Warren Ckmunlwalon. 

The widely diacueeed "elngle bullet" theory 
IB essenUal to the finding that Lee Harvey 
Oswald acted alone.* The Warren Oommle* 
Blon said: "Although it la not neceseary to 
any essential findings of the Oommlsalon to 
determine Just which shot hit Governor Con- 
nally, there la very persuasive evidence from 
the experts to indicate that the same bullet 
which pierced the Preeldent'a throat also 
caused Governor Oonnally'a wounds. How- 
ever. Governor Connally's testimony and cer- 
tain other factors have given rise to some 
difference of opinion as to this probability 
but there la no question in the minds of any 
member of the Commission that -sdl the 
shots which caused the President’s and Gov- 
ernor Connally's wounds were fired from the 
sixth floor window of the Texas School Book 
Depository." ■ 

A. The single bullet theory la eeeentlal to 
the Warren Cosnmisslon'a finding that Lee 
Harvey Oswald acted alone. 

The back/neck wound in President Ken- 
nedy and the wounds In Govenaor Connally. 
whether from the same or different bullets, 
occurred between frames 210 to 240 as shown 
by the Zapruder fllm.« This represents a time 
span, based on the 18.S frames/second run- 
ning speed of Zapruder's camera, of Just over 
1.6 seconds. The minimum firing time with- 
out aiming of Oswald's 6.6 mUllmeter Mann- 
licher-Carcano rifle was 2.3 seconds,* pre- 
cluding the possibility of separate shots from 
the same gun inflicting these wounds In the 
men. Hence, either a single bullet from Os- 
wald's gun did all of the damage to both men 
or they were hit by at least two separate 
bullets from at least two separate guns, 
which means there was a conspiracy. The 
only way the Warren Commission found to 
avoid the presence of a second gun was to 
have the ih’ealdent and Governor Connally 
hit by the same "magic" bullet. 

B. A study of the evidence shows that it is 
highly improbable that President Kennedy 
and Governor Connally were struck by the 
same bullet. 

1. The Zapruder film strongly Indicates 

Vt*.* 1 



3. Government reports support this evi- 
dence of separate bullets. 

Preliminary Bpecial Dallas Report No. 1. 
*' Assassination of the President," prepared by 
the Secret Service said that the President was 
shot and "Immediately thereafter Governor 
Connally . . . was shot."" The PBI, in Its 
five-volume report presented to the Warren 
Commission on Dec. 8. 1863. contained similar 
concltuloxis." 

4. The vertical and horlsontal trajectories 
necessary for a single bullet to have wounded 
both men from the Depository window at a 
downward trajectory of 17 degrees are not 
established by tbe evidence. 

An exa min ation of the photograph con- 
tained In the Commission's final report dem- 
onstrating the bullet path of the single bullet 
theory shows a trajectory originating from 
the left (rather than the right) resir and in 
a vertical angle less than 17 degrees. Further- 
more, such a bullet would be exiting from 
below the President’s throat." When examin- 
ing tbe trajectories of the wounds and the 
bullet flight paths according to the Oom- 
mlsslon's report, discrepancies arise. 

"According to the Commission theory, a 
bullet entered tbe upper right side of the 
President's back and emerged at the midline 
of the anterior throat, grazing the left side 
of the knot of tbe President's tie as it 
emerged." ” The bullet was then supposed to 
have entered the upper right aide of Governor 
Connally’s back, exiting below the right nip- 
ple of his chest, and then crushing his wrist 
and lodging in his knee. In view of the rela- 
tive positions of President Kennedy. Gov- 
ernor Connally. .and Oswald's widow, the 
"magic bullet would have to have made two 
radical turns of 90* between exiting Presi- 
dent Kennedy’s throat and entering Gov- 
ernor Connally's back. The Warren Commis- 
sion does not attempt to answer how this 
feat was accomplished. 

In evidence obtained from an examination 
of the President's brain, an explanation of 
the smaller throat wound Is made. It Is 
believed to have been an exit w*ound for a 
piece of bone that was caused by the second 
head shot. This is consistent with the dam- 
age to the President's throat and also the 
fact that no traces of metal were found on 
tbe Preldent's shirt or tie." From the re- 



that the President and Governor Connallj>,^* Preldent's shirt or tie." From the re- 
were struck by separate bullets. n declassified transcript of the Jan. 27. 

The Warren Commission said that thee Coni”*f»5ion executive session, the Corn- 
wound in President Kennedy's neck was in- believed a bone fragment had caused 

curred between Zapruder frames 210 to 225.® Kennedy neck wound. If this Is true, 

T* — ... .r ...... _ then the single bullet theory has not credi 
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It appears In frame 230 that the President 
has been shot and Governor Connally la still 
unharmed, holding his bat In his as yet un- 
injured right hand In a poslUon higher than 
when It was struck.® 

Governor Connally, his wife, and his doc- 
tors ’ believe he was hit by a separate, second 
shot. About the single bullet theory. Mr. 
Connally has said; "They talk about the 'one 
bullet’ theory, but as far as I’m concerned, 
there Is no 'theory*. There Is my absolute 
knowledge, and Nellie’s too. that one bullet 
caused the President’s first wound, and that 
an entirely separate shot struck me." • 

An analysis of the angle subtended by the 
line drawn along the Shoulder and the* line 
along the car Indicate that Governor Con- 
nally was struck between Zapruder frames 
237 and 238.® Other involuntary responses 
indicating this as the location of the hit on 
Governor Connally Include the puffing of his 
cheeks and the disarranging of his hair." 

2. Governor Connally’s doctors believe the 
bullet which wounded him did not first pass 
through the President. 

• Dr. Gregory indicated that both he and 
^ Shaw thought It highly unlikely that the 
resident and the Governor had been hit by 
the same bullet." " The doctors were influ- 
enced by the character of the wound being 
very small and having clean-cut edges M and 
the fact that there were no cloth fibers In the 
opposed to their presence in 
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blllty because there Is no other bullet exit In 
the front of the President. . 

The condition of exhibit 399. the pristine 
bullet believed by the Commission to have 
caused the non-fatal wounds to President 
Kennedy and Governor Connally Is incon- 
sistent with tests of like bullets in similar 
circumstances." 

The bullet which supposedly went through 
both the President and the Governor, shat- 
tering two bones In the process shows no 
deformity in the upper % of its length. There 
is only a small loss of lead at the base of the 
bullet but the copper Jacket remains intact.** 
More lead was deposited In Governor Con- 
nally’s VTlst than Is missing from exhibit 
399. This alone makes tbe Commission's 
central thesis completely Impossible. 

If It is accepted (as the Warren Commis- 
sion did) that the bullet which entered 
Kennedy's back, exited from hU throat and 
then entered Connally’s back, the angles of 
the trajectories need to be examined. Cyril 
Weeht. County Coroner of Allegheny County 
has done so and concludes: 

It should also be pointed out that the In- 
dicated patha-ays of these wounds are In 
considerable disagreement with the calcu- 
lated trajectories from the postulated firing 
position of the assassin. The supposed assas- 
sin’s site looked down on the car at an angle 
which varied from 22 to 20 degrees In the 
vertlcle plane and from 12 to about 8 de- 



grees (right to left) In the horizontal plane, 
during the time Interval over which these 
wounds might have been inflicted. The slope 
of the street, about 3 degrees, might perhaps 
be deducted from the vertical angle if we 
assume that the men’s seating posture was 
determined by the slope of the car rather 
than their own sense of balance. (The War- 
ren Co mm I a si on made this correction ai • 
though It is open to some question.) How- 
ever. the vertical angle through the Presi- 
dent's baok/neck wound measures only about 
11 degrees, while that through the Gover- 
nor’s cheat la larger, namely about 25 de- 
grees. The Indicated lateral angles (right to 
left in the horizontal plane) are about the 
same for both men. namely about 20 degrees. 
While these angular meastirements are sub- 
ject to error of a few degrees either way, the 
discrepancies seem too large to explain away 
In this fashion. 

The original autopsy fact sheet places, the 
President’s neck wound in his back at a posi- 
tion below the neck wound In the front. 
Though said later to have been an incor- 
rectly low, rough estimation of the wound. 
It doee line up with the holes in the Presi- 
dent's coat Sind shirt.** The explanation that 
^e President's coast smd shirt were 
"bunched up" in the back, thus accounting 
for the low clothing holes In light of a 4ilgh 
wound, can be disproven by studying the 
WmiB slide No. 6.®® 

6. The character of the wound in the front 
of the President's neck Indicates that a 
bullet did not exit there as postulated by 
the single bullet theory. 

The bullet woimd in the President’s throat, 
described later as viewed prior to the trache- 
otomy Incision, was "very small ... 3 to 5 
mm."« Dr. Cyril Wechl has said that he 
finds a wound of that size . . very, very 
hard to buy as an exit wound for a bullet 
which would have entered the back."** 

An experiment done for the Warren Com- 
mission by Dr. Alfred G Olivier of the 
Army's Eklgewood Arsenal was done to simu- 
late the wound through the President’s neck. 
Three 6.5 millimeter bullets were fired 
through 14 centimeters of goat meat held 
between goat skins and shirt and Jacket 
cloth.* The bullet entry wounds are the same 
size as the wound In the President’s back, 
but the smallest exit holes was 10 nun. com- 
pared to the 3-5 mm. throat wound *® in 
President Kennedy. 

6. The neutron activation ansdysls done 
on the bullet fragments found In Connally's 
wrist could not Identify them with the bul- 
let said to have wounded the President. 

J. Edgar Hoover’s letter of July 8. 1964 to 
the Warren Commission reports the results 
of the neutron activation analysis— that the 
metal fragments from Connally's wrist could 
not be identified as having come from the 
bullet which wounded the President.* The 
extensive studying of the (as yet unreleased) 
raw data could determine whether these test 
results prove the single bullet theory In- 
correct. 

FOOTNOTES 

* (Critics of Commission). 

■ Warren Report at 19. 

> Interview' with Josiah Thompson with Life 
Zapruder prinu, Haverford, Pennsylvania 
April 1. 1976. 

‘ (6 H 163-164); (3 H 407) (Frazier) 

® Worren, at 114. 

• See Zapruder frame 230. Sec also Thomp- 
son, Six SecondM in Dallas (Bernard Geiss 
Associates. New York: 1967), at 68. 

M4H114). 

•Thompson, Life interview with Governor 
and Mrs. Connally, October 80, 1966. 

® Thompson, Six Seconds in Dallas, at 76 
“Interview with Thompson on April 1. 
1976 re: his November 2, 1966 Interview with 
Dr. Gregory. 

" Thompson. Six Seconds in Dallas, at 77 
" (4 H 104). 

"Archives CD 87, dated November 28, 1963. 
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»• ArcUl^e* CD 31 

<5HI60; 

X VTarrcfl TJbolo No. 32 •Jt^r pfcpc 42{t. 

wochl ana Rob«n P. Bmllh. 
••The Medical Evidence in the ABeaeelnaUon 
of Pteeldenl John Kennedr, Fcrentie 
Science 8 (1974). ht 124. ♦ 

*• Tbompeon. B\x Second! in Dallas, at S4- 

55 

Ibid., at 145-lM 
»' Wecht and Smith, at 124 
n (5 B 69-dO). 

« Thompson. Six Seconds in Dallas, at 223. 

■n (17 H 29). a . 4 

-Bee Six Seconds: Thompson Inteniesr 
a lih Wecht. May 26, 1967. 

■= (5 H 77-78) 

- See Commission Exhibit 850 
•-Intemew with Thompson, AprU 1. 1975. 

AactTMENT n. Dorrauc Head Shot 
n. There are indications that two shoU 
struck the Preaidenfs head Irom dlflerent 
directions. 

A. There are indications that the Presl- 
dent s head was hit by two ahota In rapid 
succession, one from the Xront and the other 
Irom the rear. 

1. The mouon of the President's head tends 
to Indicate that there were two ahota. 

Between frames 312-318 of the Zapruder 
film the President's head Is seen to move for- 
ward under an aoceleration of 89.6 feet per 
second* Be^rinning at frame 313 the bead 
moves vlolenUy backward and to the left 
until It bounces off the back seat at frame 
321. Its acceleration backward is 100.3 feet 
per second.* 

This motion Is extremely rapid and analy- 
sis of the film show that it was not caused 
bv aoceleration of the car. as the car’s veloc- 
can be determined as constant over this 
time period. Secret Service agent Clint HIU 
lesUfied that he was thrown off balance by 
the aoceleration of the car. yet he did not 
reach the car until franae 368 a'hlcb Is 3 sec- 
onds after the head shots. 

It is very difficult to explain this motion as 
a neuromtiscular reaction. As seen on the 
Zapruder film, the President's body is limp, 
showing none of the sigms of a neuromuacu- 
lar spasm. Furthermore, the change in the di- 
rection of Kennedy's head observed In the 
film occurs in 56 milliseconds; too fast for a 
neurospasm. ^ . 

In a neuromuacular reaction the head 
shoxild keep accelerating — In this case after 
a sharp initial acceleration, the velocity re- 
mained constant. Also, since the motor strip 
(pre -central gyrus) a*as blown out by the 
entering bullet, the likelihood of any muscu- 
lar reaction is considerably diminished.* nie 
VTarren Commission chose to disregard' this 
backward bead motion. 

2. The location of brain matter after the 
shots supports the double shot theory. 

Governor and Mrs. Connally were covered 
with brain matter which would support a 
shot from the rear. However, a large amount 
of brain material also landed on the left rear 
of the presidential car and on the \inlforms 
and windshields of the two motorcycUsta 
who were riding 6 to 8 feet to the left rear 
of the President's car. One officer testified 
that the brain matter hit with such force 
he at first thought he bad been struck. 

A piece of skull was found In the street 
by an observer approximately 25 feet from 
where the President was shot. It was Identi- 
fied by Dr. A. B. Calms, chief pathologist at 
Methodist Hospital as being from the occl- 
petal (rear) region of the skull. A bullet fired 
from the front could explain this. 

3. Doctors at Parkland Hospital described 
the President's head wounds In a manner 
consistent with the double shot theory. 

In addition to the massive wound to the 
right temple, the Parkland doctors described 
a large wound In the occlpetal region with 
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brain xnatfter prxxtrudlng from It. This tend»< 
to corroborate the belief that one of the head 
ahots came from the front 
rOOTHOTES 

) Thompson. Stx Seconds In Dallat^. at 60— 
90. 

• Ibid., at 98-10; 

• /bid., at iOl-lll- 

AacuxcEKT HL Oswald: Bccnoit A 
XU. It is doubtful that Oswald did all the 
ahootlng 

A. It la a widely accepted misconception 
that Lee Harvey Oswald wraa an expert rtfie- 
TT.i4Ti and that the ahota from the Depository 
window were ••easy". 

In May of 1959. Oswald's last shooting score 
of 191 points barely qualified him as a 
••marksman.** the lowest rating given by the 
Marine Corpa. 

l,t. Col. A. G. PolBom testified before the 
commiaalon that Oswald's ability as evi- 
denced by his score was that of m "rather 
poor shot.*** 

Complicating Oswald's rather mediocre 
shooting akin was the alleged aasaaslnatlon 
weapon itself, the Italian MamUlcher-Car- 
cano. The Carcano retailed In 1963 for only 
812.78; had a scope with an optical delect 
which sent bullets flying high and off to the 
Tight*; Its sluggish bolt made rapid firing 
■very ' difficult: and, finally. It had a double- 
action trigger which would have made ac- 
curate shooting difficult.* 

Borne of the Commission's problems In 
proving Oswald's rifle capability and hla 
weapon's efiectlvencss might have been al- 
layed had It been determined that Oswald 
had been practicing with the Mannllcher- 
Carcano shortly before the assassination. 
The Commission was unable to do so* 

Even given an excellent rifle and a superb 
marksman. Oswald's alleged feat of shooting 
is remarkable. He fired three shots from a 
bolt action nfle in a short span of 4. 6-5.6 
seconds. He was shooting at a target moving 
down an incline, from 60 feet up and 180 U> 
265 feet away. He had only £ seconds to aim 
lor bis first shot and yet he managed to 
land -two accurate hits, the last one, accord- 
ing to the Commission, causing the Presi- 
dent's fatal head wound.* 

The Commission endeavored to determine 
if Oswald was capable of such a perform- 
ance. The Coznmlsalon's lifle tests were so 
different from the actual conditions Oswald 
encountered, that their conclusions are open 
to question. The Commission's riflemen were 
shooting at stationary targets Instead of 
moving ones: they were firing from 80 feet 
up Instead of Oswald's 60; they took as 
much time as they wanted for the first shot 
while the assassin had less than one second 
to aim for his: and they corrected the de- 
fective Bight of Oswald's Carcano by mount- 
ing the rifle with metal shims. Furthermore, 
the Commission employed ''master” rifle- 
men for the test— experts in firearms, four 
classes above Oswald's shooting abUlty.’ 

Even under these more favorable circum- 
stances. the Commission's test only served 
to prove how difficult Oswald's alleged feat 
really was. Only one of the three master 
riflemen (with the stationary targets, cor- 
rected sight, reduced distance and added 
firing time for the first shot) managed to 
duplicate Oswald's ability.* 

IV. TTie autopsy of President Kennedy 
raises doubts as to the Warren Commission 
findings. 

The autopsy of President Kennedy at 
Bethe.sda Naval Hospital was Incomplete and 
vague In Hr findings. 

1. The autopsy team was entirely military 
and had limited forensic experience at the 
time. No civilian forensic pathologist was 
present. The chief surgeon, . Dr. Humes, 
burned his autopsy notes in his recreation 
room fireplace; he said he didn’t consloer 
them imnortant. 



2. Tite posHioxit of the wounds were deter • 
mined by faulty measuring methods. 

8. The wound vo the mnteriar neck was 
not recognised axkd Oiaaected becauee of the 
tracheotomy that had been performed in 
Thla wound was only niacovered the 
following day during a oonvaraatlon with 
me Dallas physician who attended Kennedy 
ml Parkland. 

4. The back wotmd was not dissected to 
trace the course of the bullet following the 
orders of Admiral Holloway, the senior offi- 
cer present who was not a member of the 
autopsy team 

6. Coronal sections through the fixed brain 
were not made, although this Is a routine 
procedure in cases of gunahot wounds to 
me heaa in order to track the pathway of a 
bullet or bullet fragment. 

For the above reasons, the autopsy wax 
unable to provide detailed analysis of the 
wounds to help Investigators In locating the 
assassins' positions.* 

smsaLAXT or axcomxkt 

We contend that there Is more than a 
reasonable doubt that Lee Harvey Oswald 
acted alone in the assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy. We further contend that 
the magnitude and quality of responsible 
criticism of the essential findings of the 
Warren Commission Justify a further, for- 
mal, and prompt governmental inquiry Ip to 
the assassination. 

At a mtnimnm, we contend that a Congres- 
sional committee should hold pre limin ary 
bearings to gather all evidence which calls 
Into question the findings of the Warren 
Commission so that a representative body 
ra n independently determine If there Is suf- 
ficient doubt that Oswald acted alone to 
Justify a full scale investigation. 

rOOTHOTXS 

* Warren Report: (8H 304). 

> Meagher, Bylvla; Accessories A/ter the 
Fact, (New York; The Bobbs McrrUl Com- 
pany, 1967) at 131. 

* Warren Report at 194. 

« Meagher at 131. 

•nhd., at 108. 

* Warren Report at 193-4. 

’ Meagher at 108. 

* Ibid. 



DECX)NTROL OP GAS PRICES 

HON. FLOYD J. FITHIAN 

or XHDlAKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESEa-TTATIVES 

Friday, Avgust 1, S97S 

Mr. FITHIAN. Mr. Speaker, I sincere- 
ly believe that this body will, by failing to 
take final action on the bill before iis 
today, share responsliblity for decontrol 
of oil prices, and the catastrophic conse- 
quencies to our econoniy which are sure 
to follow. If we recess without passing 
the bill we will fail the American people 
when they need us most. 

In the past few weeks we have seen all 
too clearly the consequences of frag- 
mented committee jurisdiction on energy 
polici*. Frequent and lengthy delays on 
energy legislation have been the price 
that we, and the American people, have 
had to pay for inefficient and archaic di- 
rection of energy policy in this body. I 
would hope that our frequently frus- 
trated efforts in the past few weeks will 
sei*\*e as a stimulus to reorganiMtion 
and reform. 

Congress, even with the conflicting 
(urlsdictlon on energy, has 



